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 WASHINGTON -- Congressman John W. Olver (1st District) announced                today that the House Appropriation Committee has approved $2.5 million                for Montachusett bus and park-and-ride facilities and $550,000 for                Northern Tier community transportation in North Central Massachusetts.                The funding is included in the FY Š00 Transportation Appropriation                legislation and is expected to be passed by the full House next                week.  A final House-Senate reconciled version of the legislation                is due by October 1, 1999, the beginning of the Fiscal Year 2000.              

Congressman Olver is a member of the House Transportation Appropriation                Subcommittee and included the earmarks in the FY Š00 bill.              

œCommunity transportation is the backbone of jobs and economic                growth for communities like Fitchburg, Leominister, Gardner, Winchendon,                and the Athol-Orange areas.  Many residents are dependent upon                accessible transportation to get to educational centers, health                and social services, and most importantly, jobs," Olver said.              

œThis funding will ensure that residents have access to public                transportation which ultimately provides more opportunities and                enriches their lives,” Olver continued.              

The Montachusett Regional Transit Authority is currently using                facilities intended to garage and maintain 20 buses and 20 vans.                The present fleet is comprised of 30 buses, 130 vans, and 26 work                station wagons. MART°s mechanics are currently doing maintenance                work in both storage and parking areas. The $2.5 million in funding                would provide resources for a new administrative and bus facility                which will better serve the 130 employees and large fleet for this                highly effective and efficient transit operation.              

Also, included in the bill is $1 million for the national JOBLINKS                program of which $550,000 is specifically allocated for the continuation                of the Northern Tier community transportation project. JOBLINKS                is a federal program that addresses the crucial need of providing                assistance to local communities to develop and implement strategies                to move low-income people living in economically distressed communities                to centers of employment. The Northern Tier project is one of three                national JOBLINKS projects and is managed by the Community Transportation                Association of America (CTAA). The language in the bill directs                CTAA to spend $550,000 of the $1 million on the continuation and                development of transit services along the Northern Tier region in                Massachusetts.             
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